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Big Idea

The Byzantine Empire Flourishes. 

Essential Question

How did the Byzantine Empire flourish under 
Justinian?
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Words To Know

Justinian’s Code – collections of Roman laws organized by 

the Byzantine emperor Justinian.

Absolute power – a ruler with complete authority or power 

over the government and lives of the people he or she 

governs.

Autocrat – a ruler who has complete authority or power 

(sometimes unlimited power), like a dictator.

Mosaics – pictures made from chips of colored stone or 

glass.

Let’s Set The Stage…

The Byzantine Empire reached its peak under the Emperor Justinian, who 
ruled from 527 to 565. Justinian’s goal was to reconquer Rome and restore 
its glory under their rule. Byzantine armies were able to take back North 
Africa, Italy and the Iberian Peninsula (land now Portugal and Spain). 
Justinian and Theodora developed a centralized government where all 
power and decision-making was concentrated in one unit instead of having 
power in the hands of many different people in different locations. 
Justinian and Theodora were autocrats, sole leaders with complete 
authority.
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The Emperor Who Never Sleeps

Justinian was a 
hardworking individual 
who became known as “The 
Emperor Who Never 
Sleeps.”

His greatest personal asset 
was the inspiration he 
received from his wife 
Theodora.

The Empress

Theodora was dedicated to the 
success of her husband and the 
triumph of the empire.

She supported the rights of abused 
women and pushed for laws that 
were fair and just.

Theodora also opened orphanages.
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The Great City is Rebuilt
To restore Roman glory, Justinian launched a program to 
make Constantinople more magnificent than ever.

Hagia Sophia
Justinian’s greatest triumph was rebuilding the church of 
Hagia Sophia, which means “Holy Wisdom”.
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Hagia Sophia is covered by a central dome with a diameter 
of 102 feet. 

The dome seems weightless because of the unbroken 
arcade of arched windows under it, which help flood the 
colorful interior with light. 

Justinian's Code
Justinian set out to collect and revise (change) all the laws 
of Ancient Rome.

The new laws became known as Justinian’s Code.
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Justinian’s Rule
Justinian used his new code of laws to unify the empire 
under his control.

He ruled as an autocrat or a ruler with complete authority 
whose power could not be questioned. 

Justinian’s code served as a model for European legal 
systems.

Under Justinian’s leadership, trade and the economy 
flourished while having one of the strongest military 
forces in the world.



1/6/2020

7

Justinian’s Death
Justinian died on November 14, 565 of a heart attack. With his 
last breath he had chosen his nephew to succeed him as Justin II. 

He was laid to rest next to his late empress. 

Constantinople Falls
In 1453 Constantinople fell to the Ottoman Turks.

The ancient city was renamed Istanbul and became capital 
of the Ottoman Empire. 
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Hagia Sophia was turned into an Islamic house of worship 
and Istanbul emerged as a great center of Muslim culture.

The Byzantine Empire’s Influence

The Byzantine Empire stood as a symbol of Roman 
civilization for centuries.

Byzantine influence spread across Europe.
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The Byzantine Empire’s Influence
Byzantine civilization blended Christian religious beliefs 
with Greek science, philosophy, arts and literature.

The Byzantines also improved Roman achievements in 
engineering and law.

Byzantine artists made unique contributions in art using 
religious icons.
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Mosaics brought scenes from the Bible to life. 

Byzantine Contributions in Architecture
In architecture, Byzantine palaces and churches  blended 
to Greek, Roman, Persian and other Middle Eastern styles.
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Essential Question Answered
How did the Byzantine Empire flourish under 
Justinian?

The Byzantine Empire reached its peak under the 
Emperor Justinian, who ruled from 527 to 565.

Justinian was known as “The Emperor Who Never 
Sleeps.”

How did the Byzantine Empire flourish under 
Justinian?

To restore Roman glory, Justinian launched a 
program to make Constantinople  more magnificent 
than ever.

Justinian’s greatest triumph was rebuilding the 
church of Hagia Sophia.

Justinian organized and revised a new set of laws 
called Justinian's Code.

Essential Question Answered
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How did the Byzantine Empire flourish under 
Justinian?

Justinian used his new code of laws to unify the 
empire under his control.

Under Justinian’s leadership, the Byzantine Empire 
flourished with one of the strongest military forces in 
the world.

Essential Question Answered


